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Easter Sunday April 4, 2010

Hope is a Slippery Thing
Holy Saturday is a day nobody talks about much in the liturgical year.

There are no public ceremonies, no particular liturgies to interrupt the sense of waiting and vacuity that mark the day. For the
most part, we are simply left on our own on Holy Saturday. And yet every human being who has ever walked the earth has
known what the emptiness of Holy Saturday is about.

Everyone who has ever lived, who will ever live, will someday undergo a Holy Saturday of our own. Someday we will all know
the power of overwhelming loss when life as we know it changes, when all hope dies in midflight. Then, and only then, can we
begin to understand the purpose of Holy Saturday.

The importance of Holy Saturday lies in its power to bring us to the kind of faith the spiritual masters call “mature.” Holy
Saturday faith is not about counting our blessings; it is about dealing with darkness and growing in hope. Without the Holy
Saturdays of life, none of us may ever really grow up spiritually.

Hope, you see, is a slippery thing, often confused with certainty, seldom understood as the spiritual discipline that makes us
certain of only one thing: in the end, whatever happens will be resolved only by the doing of the will of God, however much we
attempt to wrench it to our own ends. We have seen, for instance, how often what is dark leads nevertheless to the light. For
some, there is no commitment to good until they have really experienced evil. For others, faith cannot flower until they realize
that despair has not triumphed. So there is hope here, too, surely.

There is the hope that we will learn the meaning of hope, that we will give ourselves to the certainty that in the end God will
work God'’s will, despite how much anyone tries to subvert it.

There is the hope that God is in the twilight parts of life as well as in its lucent ones, in the night of the soul as well as in the
dawn of life, since both light and dark, night and dawn belong to God.

There is the hope that we will eventually cease calling only what we ourselves want as “good” and begin to recognize that
good can come in strange guises, in shepherds and maidens, in fishermen and tax collectors, in presumptuous thieves and
cowardly ones. We can hope to stop painting our world in our own colors alone.

There is the hope that we can finally find security in the fact of God’s understanding of weakness: “Go and sin no
more” ( John 8:11 NKJV), we hear again. “Today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43), we remember said to a thief
on a cross. This is the hope that comes out of the icon of mercy as well as in what the world calls strength.

There is the hope that we can begin, finally, to see the world as God sees the world and so trust that God is indeed every-
where in everything at all times—in the abstruse as well as the luminous, whether we ourselves can see the hand of God in
this moment or not.

To be able to come to that point before the beginning of the Easter Vigil, before the cantor sings the Exultet into the darkness,
is what Holy Saturday is really all about. Then loss is gain, and silence is a very clear message from God.
—from The Liturgical Year by Joan Chittister (Thomas Nelson)

Congratulations!

Adam, Belinda, Caleb, Lawrence, Lu, Lynda,
Nirosha, Nishantha & Nimnath

on your Initiation into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.
Welcome to our St. Vincent’s Community.

After the Easter Vigil, supper will be served in the hall. Please come along and celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus with the newest members of our Catholic church community

May the Lord bless you
this Easter and always!!!
Fr. Michael, Marguerite & Carmen ©

PARISH STAFF: Fr. Michael Walsh CM Marguerite Martin
Carmen Yap




Faith meets Science compassioin e
A study into the effects of intercessory

prayer on the wellbeing of patients Happy Easter from all at Caritas Australia!

with cancer Celebrate that your generosity has offered new life
On Sunday 11 April 2010 during the 6pm mass, to your brothers and sisters struggling against
Professor Ian Oliver will talk to us about his experiences injustice and poverty. alls

conducting a study investigating the effects of Thank you for supporting Project *C it
intercessory prayer on the wellbeing of cancer patients. Compassion 2010 appeal. . argg;s

Come an learn about the amazing results of this study. . . .
Professor Oliver is the Chief Executive Officer of Cancer National eConferenc?hMarv-Flrst Disciple
Council Australia, a researcher and a Christian. He Tuesday 18 May 2010

trained as a medical oncologist and received the
Cancer Achievement Award from the Medical Oncology
Group of Australia in 2008

Have you shared your “Mary Moment” with us yet?
Get online today and register for the free Mary-First
Disciple eConference at www.bbi.catholic.edu.au and
L be in the draw to win a pilgrimage for two to Italy

A New Beginning with Harvest Travel in 2010.

Beginning Experience is a personal encounter weekend
for those who are grieving the loss of a partner through
death, separation or divorce. Closing door to the past
gently by getting in touch and dealing with the feelings

Summer Hill Catholic Women’s League
invite Ladies from St. Vincent’s to a Luncheon &
Autumn Fashion Parade

resulting from the end of a relationship is an important S_atl’eray, April 24th at 11.30am .
part of making a new beginning. St. Patrick’s Hall, Drynan Street Summer Hill
The Next Beginning experience Weekend is on Cost $10
April 9—11, 2010. Contact Rita Lucas 9560 7306 by 19/4
For information and an application form please contact: 1 --=-=-="='=+=-= = =icrmimimim o mm o -

Leo (02) 9449 5317, Lynne (02) 4627 2084 or Kevin ‘Come Holy Spirit’

(02) 4984 2738 “Healing Mass”, Friday 9th
- April 2010. St. Therese's

% _ Church, 15 Garrong Road,
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Parish Masses this week: Lakemba. Rosary: 7pm, i
Monday 12 Noon Reconciliation: 7-8pm, Prayer
Tuesday, Communion Service and Praise: 7:30pm, Mass: 8pm.
Wednesday 12 Noon i The celebrant will be Fr. Terence Millard. i
Thursday 9:00am X o i
Saturday 9:00am :Enquiries: Rose Ph 9642 2359/0412 115 961 ;
Sunday : 8am, 10:00am, 6pm  Email: rosetwyman@optusnet.com.au i
Polish Mass oon T —mmen -
Reconciliation: Saturday 8:10am —8:40am A few Little White Books Australian Catholics
Rosary: Saturday after 9:00am Mass imilar to the Little Black Easter 2010 magazine
Morning Prayer: Saturday 8:40am similar o The LiTTle Blac now available in the
Cardinal Freeman Village Chapel Book for period Easter to amphlet racks. Get
Sunday, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Friday , Sat 9:00am Pentecost are available $4 pamp :
your free copy.

Easter Sunday

ENTRANCE PROCESSION: | have risen: | am with you once more; you placed your
hand on me to keep me safe. How great is the depth of your wisdom. Alleluia.

FIRST READING: We ate and drunk with him after he rose from the dead
(Acts 10.34a, 36-43)

PSALM: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
(Ps 118.1-2, 16-17, 22-23)

SECOND READING: Seek the things that are above, where Christ is
(Colossians 3.1-4)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Christ has become our paschal sacrifice, Next Sunday’s Readings

let us feast with joy in the Lord. Alleluia! Second Sunday of Easter C
Acts 5.12-16

GOSPEL: According to the scripture: Jesus must rise from the dead (John 20.1-18) Ps 118.2.4. 22.24. 25272

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; let us feast with the Revelation 1.9-11a, 12-13, 17-19
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth, alleluia! John 20.19-31




